Reperfusion in acute myocardial infarction: current concepts.
Myocardial reperfusion is the treatment of choice in acute myocardial infarction. Pharmacological thrombolysis restores coronary artery patency in about two thirds of patients with acute myocardial infarction. However, mechanical reperfusion with primary angioplasty and stenting achieves higher patency rates with less complications, especially in high-risk patients. Adjunctive pharmacotherapy and new device technology may improve the outcome of primary angioplasty. Facilitated angioplasty using a combination of half-dose thrombolysis, platelet glycoprotein IIb/IIIa antagonists, and early intervention, appears to be a promising strategy for the treatment of acute myocardial infarction in the modern era. The efficacy and safety of this approach are currently evaluated in several ongoing trials.